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TOWN OF McBEE  

REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

February 4, 2020 

 

Present:  Charlie Sutton, Beulah Bolton, Glenn Odom, A C McLeod, Jr, Mayor John Campolong 

Martin Driggers, Atty  

Terry King, Administrator 

Tisha Jones, Town Clerk Finance 

 

Absent:   

 

Note to Minutes:  Tisha Jones, Town Clerk Finance, typed minutes. 

 

Meeting Called to Order: Mayor John Campolong called meeting to order. 

 

Invocation: Beulah Bolton 

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 

Motion to approve Minutes from the January 7, 2020 Minutes Regular Council Meeting.  Motion to 

not approve the minutes from the January 7, 2020 meeting by Mayor John Campolong.  

 

Mayor John Campolong January 7 minutes were not really according to the agenda along with a few 

other things, at this time I would like to again make the motion to not approve the minutes of the 

January 7 meetings. 

 

Council Member Bolton Tell us why we shouldn’t approve the minutes. 

 

Council Member Sutton:  Let me tell her why. There were some items that were skipped that were 

not on the agenda. 

 

Council Member Bolton:  Like what? 

 

Council Member Odom:  Here’s 25 (refers to copies of 25 sets of minutes) in the past 2 years that 

weren’t on the agenda that either the Mayor or Mr. McLeod brought up and it was approved.  Is there a 

separate section of free speech for me and Mrs. Bolton and a separate for you all, if it is, we need to 

switch seats?  You all did it 25 times.  The rec director was hired and not on the agenda and not a word 

has been said.  Now, we make motions that are covered in the ordinance book and nobody voted 

against it.  But my questions are even if it’s wrong, how can yall do it 25 times, and that’s only 2 years.  

If I look back 10 years, its probably a 100.  How do yall do just want you want to do and the one time 

it was done properly, but not just because its on the agenda, what’s your answer to that? 
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Mayor Campolong:  I’d like to give you an answer, number 1, the agenda said that the prior meeting 

and also on the agenda that we were going to hire 1 utility clerk and we hired 2, Glenn you can wait til 

I get done talking please.  I want you to listen.  The other thing there were some statements made 

during that meeting. First of all, let me say that myself and Kemp McLeod, two of the oldest people on 

the council were sick and not able to be at that meeting.  Subsequently there were a lot of things that 

were said that we could not have an answer to that we really not pertinent.  The things that were 

brought up that the people of this town could not afford a million and half dollar civic center, now first 

of all its in the minutes, secondly no one ever said that the town was going to be charged for the civic 

center, that’s number one, number two, everyone was in font of a presentation made by an architect 

that they estimated somewhere between $800,000-850,000 to be done, not million and a half dollars.  

Secondly, let me say this, you went back a little bit Glen, let me go ahead and tell you some of the 

things we have done and not charged the people a dime. We started out here with a 52-mil property tax 

and it has been that way ever since we came aboard and probably a couple of years before we came 

aboard.  We did a complex, a million and a half dollars. 

 

Council Member Odom:  Mayor, that doesn’t have anything to do with those minutes.  No sir, its not 

in those minutes, the things you are talking about are not in those minutes. 

 

Mayor Campolong: Yes, they are.  

 

Council Member Odom: No, they are not, let’s discuss whats in the minutes. 

 

Mayor Campolong: The minutes said the people could not afford a million-and-a-half-dollar thing, 

I’m sorry you are out of order, I can speak and then you can object to it. 

 

Council Member Odom:  It was on the agenda to hire a utility clerk, let me read from the newspaper 

to refresh your memory, the town of McBee, seeking town municipal clerk, you keep saying we 

advertised and voted on a utility clerk, we never did, it’s always been seeking a town municipal clerk. 

 

Mayor Campolong:  Why did we have to seek a new town municipal clerk?  To take whos place sir? 

 

Council Member Odom:  That’s what you told her and her to do. (Point towards Terri King and 

Beulah Bolton) 

 

Mayor Campolong:  Sir, you are out of order.  Let me finish my discussion.  From the time we started 

we built a million and half dollar complex at no charge to anyone in this town.  We put in a new 11th 

street Ext road, no charge to anyone in this town.  We did a new meeting hall, town hall renovation.  

No charge to this town.  I can go on and on and tell you we upgraded our water system, over a half a 

million dollars with no charge to people of this town.  Everything that has been done I can go on more 
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and more, but I want to refute the fact that this town could not afford a civic center because the people 

in this town can’t afford it.  I think the statement was made we could do one.   

 

Council Member Odom:  You can’t even speak on that. You weren’t on the council. 

 

Mayor Campolong:  Yes, I can. Don’t tell me what I can say, I am the mayor, I am the mayor. 

 

Council Member Odom:  No, you can’t, you are a dictator, not a mayor. You are discussing 

something you can’t discuss, you weren’t on the prevailing side, so therefore you were on the losing 

side so you can’t bring it up again.   

 

Mayor Campolong:  I’m sorry. You’re out of order. You can talk all you want and give us all the facts 

you want but I’m going by the rules regarding a mayor’s responsibility.  I’m not calling anybody any 

particular names or anything.  I haven’t said a name to anybody, and I want that to be on the record.  

You guys are accusing me of things and be a little bit careful.  The other thing I feel like in doing that, 

I can go on some more, I ask for a second to my motion. 

 

Council Member Bolton: No, its supposed to be discussed. Could you please put the mic over here so 

what I say can be recorded as well?  I do recall a meeting, where I think I even made the statement 

where I said we can’t afford a million-dollar building.  But from what I understand that we discussed 

or voted on you can’t bring up by you because you were not here.  It has to be brought up by one of the 

three of us that were here, number one, number two also way back when we started talking about and 

the guy came in and showed us all the plans and layouts and all of that, I didn’t vote for that.  If you 

recall and look over the minutes, somewhere its in there, I said show me how we are going to pay for it 

and then I might vote for it.  But you never showed how we were going to pay for it, I said that Show 

me, show me how we are going to pay for it and I then I might vote on that stuff that he presented to 

us. It was never shown, it was never shown.  Just for the minutes okay.  Now, for that particular thing 

we can stop discussion and before we go into executive session, I have some things that I need to bring 

up.  I noticed that at one time we would come to the meeting, each one of us would have our names on 

the agenda, we would get an opportunity to bring up topics and things in the town that needs to be 

addressed.  That needs to continue.  When I asked the young lady, who did the agenda, where are our 

names and she said she was told not to put the names on there, that it was stopped some time ago by 

you. 

 

Mayor Campolong:  By who? Who’s you? 

 

Council Member Bolton: You, the mayor, I’m talking to you.  By Mayor Campolong, John.  I’m 

being sarcastic because you are.  I will be serious if you be serious.  So as I was saying back then I said 

show me how you are going to pay for it and I might just vote for the building or whatever its called 

and it never came up, and it was never shown.  So, before we go into our meeting, there are 4 things I 

have on the agenda to be discussed, number one. 
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Mayor Campolong: Excuse me, we are discussing now the non-approval of the January 7 meeting, so 

do I hear any more discussion regarding?  If not, I will ask for a second. 

 

Council Member Sutton:  I’ll second. 

 

Council Member Bolton:  You can’t bring it up mayor.  You have to bring it up Charlie. 

 

Council Member Sutton: I did bring it up. 

 

Council Member Bolton:  When? Just now? 

 

Council Member Sutton:  I told you why, we were going to approve it that there were 3 items brought 

up that were brought up that we were not sure about. 

 

Council Member Bolton:  Well now that he’s brought it up, now you’re legal. 

 

Mayor Campolong:  Now that do we have a second?  

Second Council Member McLeod 

 

Discussion called by Council Member Odom after second 

 

Council Member Odom: You can have a discussion after a second, not a after a third.  Again, I stand 

on it.  If we are not going to allow anything to pass, that the agenda is not proof, then I would like to 

go back and everything in the past 3 years where the agenda has not been amended for all those to be 

repealed. 

 

Mayor Campolong: I tell you; you are going to have to take all those minutes and spell them out and 

work with our lawyer and see what you are discussing.  Because I don’t think we are going to be here 

for 2 days to go over that.  We have to tell him to take care of that. 

 

Council Member McLeod:  Are you making that motion Glenn? 

 

Council Member Odom: No. I’m still discussing after a second. 

 

Council Member McLeod:  Are you making a motion that we take everything out of the minutes? Is 

that the motion you got? 

 

Council Member Odom: Well I have to wait on you to approve you all’s and then I will.  You already 

voted not to approve the minutes. 
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Mayor Campolong:  We haven’t voted yet. Not for this meeting. 

Council Member Odom:  You have a motion and a second. 

 

Mayor Campolong:  Okay, we need to take a vote? 

 

Vote: Three For, Two Abstained.  

 

Mayor Campolong: So, ordered, the January 7th meeting will not be approved.  Second, the special 

meeting of January 16, 2020 I make a motion that we accept the minutes of that meeting where we 

discussed the two new employees.   

 

Motion to approve minutes:  Second by Council Member Sutton. 

 

Discussion: 

 

Council Member Odom:  On the agenda there is only one item to go into the executive session, it was 

voted on to hire two people that was not on the agenda.  You did not amend the agenda.  So that’s no 

different than the January 7th meeting.  So you choose to do one one way and the other another way. Is 

that correct? 

 

Mayor Campolong:  So, you voted for the new people to be hired? 

 

Council Member Odom:  Yes, I did. 

 

Mayor Campolong:  So, you want those to be cancelled? 

 

Council Member Odom:  No, I do not. 

 

Mayor Campolong:  That is what you are saying. How do I understand that? 

 

Council Member Odom: I’m just saying for point of argument. 

 

Mayor Campolong: we are not at a point of argument here tonight. We are trying to take a vote here 

tonight. 

 

Council Member Odom: But I have discussion.  You do want to amend the agenda on the 7th because 

it means something personal to you.  But then on this meeting on the 21st, the agenda wasn’t amended, 

but it you want the minutes approved for that so please explain to me how you do that? 

 

Mayor Campolong: Then you explain to me what we should do on the 22nd, are you making a motion 

to not approve the minutes on the 22nd? 
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Question called by Council Member McLeod 

 

Vote: 

Motion by Mayor Campolong, 3 in favor, 1 abstain 

 

Council Member Bolton: I’m not sure, I need to look further into that.  I do want us to hire the two 

young ladies. I’m for that.  I prefer we go back and then come back to talk about this. I need to hear all 

of that stuff again. I’m not sure if we have the salary straight. You all have me approving something 

and I don’t know what I’m approving.  Id rather do this approval after we come out. 

 

Mayor Campolong:  You haven’t read the minutes? 

 

Council Member Bolton:  No, I did not.  What I’m looking for is not in here? 

 

Mayor Campolong:  Well I’m sorry but those are the minutes.  We gonna have a vote, That’s 3 and 4 

and 1 against it. So the minutes are approved. 

 

Council Member Sutton: Let’s just stop the arguing.  This doesn’t make sense. 

 

Council Member Bolton: I’m not arguing Charlie. 

 

Council Member Sutton:  Why didn’t you and Glenn amend the agenda to hire the two people? Yall 

made the motion to hire them. (Directed to Council Member Bolton) 

 

Council Member Odom: Cause the ordinance book says that you don’t have to do it. 

 

Council Member Sutton: Then what are we arguing about? 

 

Council Member Odom:  I’m not arguing about anything. I’m just saying the mayor chooses a set of 

rules. Y’all acted on 25 times and then here tonight what me and Bea did was wrong.  Y’all did it 

wrong 25 times.  I didn’t hear anything about here’s 25 times that we didn’t do it correctly.  All I’m 

hearing is that me and Bea didn’t it incorrectly.  The newspaper points out that I didn’t know he was an 

authority on the law.  I admit I don’t read the Link all the time because Mr. Monnie ,90% of what he 

prints about me is incorrect so I will give him the benefit of the doubt.  I didn’t read every article to see 

if he covered every one of these, but I will bet you a Pepsi cola, that he never put a one in that yall did 

incorrectly.  Why can yall do it 25 times and whatever the argument is me and Bea can’t do it 1 time. 

Now wait a minute, Charlie has asked me, answer me, I’m not fussing with you.  Now how can you do 

it 25 times. 

 

Council Member Sutton: I haven’t seen that. 
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Council Member Odom: I’ll give you the benefit of the doubt.  I’ll give you a copy, you and him, I’ll 

supply it through the town.  If we are going to do it one way, let’s do it all the way. 

 

Council Member Bolton: Now Charlie, I’m not arguing.  But there’s too many things that go on that 

the Mayor tells Terri that she can’t do, and we haven’t voted on it here that we need to have a vote.  

This is not supposed to be strong mayor, weak council. Supposed to be opposite. But we are showing 

just what it shouldn’t be.  We vote to put an ad in the paper, and he tells Terri don’t put the ad in the 

paper.  There’s too much of that going on Charlie.  I’m sorry, but I’m not going to be on a committee 

where one person decides.  If I am going to be on a committee, then I want the whole group to vote on 

what is supposed to be voted on. 

 

Mayor Campolong: You need to back up that statement that I told Terri to not put in the Link and 

advertisements in the paper, I disagree, and I really hold you bound to that statement. Can we put this 

meeting in a little bit better order now? 

 

Council Member McLeod:  According to the ordinance right here, to change the agenda, you can do 

it with three members.  At the regular meeting that you are I were not here, you pretty much had 2 

people running the meeting, that’s not a majority of 5 therefore that’s my consideration in the way I 

voted. The next thing is you need 3 people to change the agenda which it would take a majority of 

people to do that and I don’t see that.  The ones that Glen called out, the 25, if we had 3 or more votes 

then that would be basically changing the agenda. So that would be how I consider it and be fair about 

it. 

 

Council Member Odom:  Kemp, I think you need to ask the lawyer, A quorum is 3 people. 

 

Council Member McLeod: I understand that, It doesn’t say a quorum a changes the agenda. It says 3 

members and that wasn’t the case here.  In my opinion, it was out of order so that’s what I say. 

 

Council Member Odom:  number one, the meeting had a quorum to be held, there was a quorum to 

open the meeting, then there was a request made by me via motion, it says that the only way to stop 

that is for 3 members to vote against it.  Me and Bea didn’t vote against it.  After you have a quorum 

you can conduct any business you want to conduct, it doesn’t say that we couldn’t call a meeting.  So 

again, let’s ask Martin, we had a quorum to open a meeting, then we had 3 people to take any action, 2 

people voted on that out of the 3, so the quorum of the quorum approved it. 

 

Attorney Martin Driggers: I think the both of you are right.  I think Kemp is saying the agenda is set 

and published and put on the front of the town hall so I it does take more than just a majority sitting 

quorum to change that.  I think once you are sitting, then you can take whatever action on the agenda 

you want to that’s been set.  I think what Mr Odom is saying.  I think you are both correct in that the 

agenda takes more than of who’s sitting there. 
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Mayor Campolong:  Let me add again, that we had a prior meeting when we had a full membership 

here, that we voted to hire a new utility clerk. Now subsequently that wasn’t done by the other 

meeting.  Now I don’t want to get sentimental or anything, now me and Kemp McLeod have been on 

this council for years.  We know what has been done and what the needs are for all these years. I think 

we should have been given the consideration not to do something beyond what was requested by the 

full council since we were both ill and couldn’t attend.  Now you remember Bea, a few years ago when 

you were out of town and Macey was out of town, we adjourned the meeting because we didn’t have a 

quorum. I think the same respect should have been given to us or follow the directions that were given 

to them.  

 

Council Member Bolton: We will be able to bring up our agenda and the things we want to talk 

about? 

 

Mayor Campolong:  We will continue with the agenda. 

 

Motion to enter into enter into Executive Session pursuant to SC CODE FOIA 30-4-70(a)(b)(1)(2) 

to discuss matters made by Mayor John Campolong, seconded by Council Member McLeod. All in 

favor.  

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Motion to verify that only the items stated in the Motion to Enter into Executive Session:  

Matters, was discussed during the Executive Session made by Mayor Campolong, seconded by 

Council Member McLeod. All in favor.  

 

Mayor Campolong: At this time, the items that we have on the agenda will be discussed at a later 

time.  At this point we will be reporting more of it regarding our two items at our next session and I 

make a motion to adjourn. 

 

Council Member Bolton: I was just curious to what is going on with our street signs, people are still 

asking me.  I’m saying we have the signs, why aren’t they up? 

 

Administrator Terri King:  Because we have one maintenance man.  Sandhills is installing fiber 

optic cable throughout the town.  He receives about 15 or so locates a day that him and another guy is 

having to do.  They are not following the markings and consistently hitting water lines and so hes 

having to follow along behind them to make sure they stay on target because of the inability of them 

not to hit water lines and so his goal is to get on the street signs as quickly as possible, but that is the 

hold up. 

 

Mayor Campolong: So I understand that they are on the last quadrant of that and they have brought in 

3 more crews of install people to get through this quick and that will relieve William a lot sooner. 
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Council Member Bolton: I also wanted to bring the McBee election committee and I wanted to make 

a motion that we start working on the revision and get recommendations that we may have to be on the 

committee.  

 

Council Member Odom: Let’s just all agree. 

 

 

Council Member Bolton: We just all agree that we will bring in names to be submitted for the MEC. 

 

Motion removed by Council Member Bolton.  

 

Council Member Bolton: I know that at the meeting that we had that you all did not approve for us to 

accept.  There was another motion made that we hire a part time athletic director instead of a full-time 

athletic director for a couple of reasons. I’m not sure how to bring this up. But at that meeting we also 

asked for an ad to be put in the paper for a part time athletic director and I think we should discuss that.  

Even though we all say the meeting was not correct.  I think it should be discussed. 

 

Council Member Odom: Can we move that to executive session next week?  

 

Council Member Bolton: It’s fine with me. 

 

Mayor Campolong: Again, that’s not on the agenda right? I think the minutes were not approved and 

I would be glad to discuss it at another meeting.   

 

Council Member Bolton: Okay, I think the others I wanted to ask about the maintenance items to 

discuss Terri has already spoke on. So that’s it. 

 

Council Member Odom:  I got one small thing.  It’s been brought to me by several people.  First 

street extension is out of town on one side and in on the other, it’s a short dirt road.  Third street 

extension goes all the way down and we have some people all along there that are ederly and a sick 

person or two.  The garbage truck has gotten stuck and about turned over.  I don’t think EMS could get 

down there. Its about as far as here to the Huddle House on one of them and first street ext is about half 

a block.  Can we request the county to put in paving something or at least get some rocks on that road?  

The people can’t get in and out.  The mail carrier is having a heck of a time. 

 

Mayor Campolong: Third street ext has been a problem and I have worked with the county.  They 

will not do anything; the county will absolutely do nothing.  This has come up before. I was able to get 

with CCT to get crush and run put down there.  I understand that it was done and the person who lives 

on the end of the road had trouble with garbage pick-up.  I understand that the person was delighted 

that it was put there. It helped the road out a lot.  I am sure that it is very bad we have streets like that 

that in the city limits that are in passible and not paved.  Third street is one of course and a few others.  

We have a new person come into the town that bought some land to build a new home, a nice home on 

10th street ext.  We can’t not get the county to come in and open the road within the town.  Now we are 

going to get the road opened by somebody.  But the county says they cant do anything like that unless 

you pay for it. Now we pay taxes, property taxes, to my knowledge since Ive been here the county has 

only given the town only 3 loads of crush and run and that was when we were building the complex.  

The third street Ext crush and run was given by CCT.  I can agree any help we can get from the county. 
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Council Member Odom: Me, Kemp and Charlie have pumped off a bunch of water and its backed up 

again in town.  The engineer from DOT that we deal with a good bit, he said from FEMA he just got 

all kinds of extra loads bigger than crush and run, not sure what size it is of what kind it is..do you 

mind if I call him and ask him if he dumped two or three loads on third street and not charge us 

anything?  He’s offered it before. 

 

 

Mayor Campolong:  On third street extension? What they already have there is not sufficient? Have 

you been there? 

 

Council Member Odom: yes, it’s awful. 

 

Mayor Campolong:  Okay I will take a look at it and me and we will get together, you and I. 

 

Motion to Adjourn made by Mayor John Campolong, Second by Kemp McLeod. All in Favor. 

 

 


